
Columbiana County Agricultural Hall of Fame to enshrine three 
 
LISBON, Ohio -- The Columbiana County Agricultural Hall of Fame will enshrine three individuals 
on opening day of the Columbiana County Fair: Paul H. Gipp of Winona, Henry A. Halverstadt of 
Salem, and J.H. Sinclair of Hanoverton. All awards are presented posthumously. 
 
The contributions of these individuals will be spotlighted in ceremonies Aug. 4 at 10:30 a.m. in the 
new exhibit building next to the fair office. 
 
The enshrinees' families will also be honored, and framed biographical sketches of each inductee will 
be unveiled. 
 
The hall of fame enshrined its first class in 2000. 
 
 

 
J.H. "HOWD" SINCLAIR  
(d.) 1952 
 
The son of Mr. and Mrs. Leroy Sinclair, John Howard Sinclair, nicknamed "Howd," was born and 
lived in Hanover Township, Ohio, all of his life.  
 
A farmer, Sinclair was best known as an auctioneer, and was often called the "dean of auctioneers" in 
the area. As a World War I veteran, he enjoyed serving others and donated his auctioneering services 
to many charitable causes. One bond sale he conducted on Dec. 7, 1944 sold $75,000 in war bonds. 
 
Sinclair was a member of the Sandy Valley Lodge of the Free & Accepted Masons and a past 
commander of the Lepine-Rush American Legion Post #684.  
 
He served on the board of directors of the Columbiana County Organization of the American 
Automobile Association, and on the board of the Firestone Bank. For many years, he served as 
secretary of the Columbiana County fair board, and he was well-known at the county fair for his role 
as master of ceremonies.  
 



A colorful personality, Sinclair was active in the Republican party and was a county commissioner for 
a period of time.  
 

 
 
PAUL H. GIPP  
1921-2007 
 
Paul H. Gipp lived the mission of Ohio State University Extension: Engaging people to strengthen 
their lives and communities through research-based educational programming. 
 
Gipp served the agricultural community in and beyond Columbiana County as the county's OSU 
Extension agricultural agent from 1967 to 1985, influencing several generations of farmers.  
 
A sheep and hay producer himself, he used his own farm experiences and management skills to help 
the region's producers -- initiating local and regional field days, and creating demonstration projects 
and test plots to show farmers the latest research. Because of the county's rich agricultural diversity, 
he guided farmers and published educational brochures on everything from potato blight to maple 
syrup. 
 
But even before he joined OSU Extension, Gipp worked to strengthen the agricultural world around 
him. After serving in World War II, the former Mahoning County 4-H'er studied agriculture at Ohio 
State University. When United Local High School opened in 1955, Gipp moved to Columbiana 
County to start the school's vocational agriculture program, teaching there until 1960. Then, for the 
next seven years, he managed the Salem branch of the Production Credit Association, now known as 
the Farm Credit Services. 
 
He also served on the Columbiana County fair board, providing leadership as its president, and was a 
charter member of the Winona Ruritan Club. 
 
Paul served many leadership roles at the Winona United Methodist Church, and initiated the revival of 
the Winona Flax Scutching Festival. He later served as chairman of the Winona Bicentennial program, 
and throughout his career shared his skills and wisdom with many other agricultural and community 
organizations in the Mahoning Valley. 



 

 
 
HENRY A. HALVERSTADT  
1857-1933 
 
Throughout his life, Henry A. Halverstadt had many titles in agricultural organizations and local 
politics, but he was first and foremost a farmer.  
 
Halverstadt was born on the Salem Township farm purchased by his grandfather in 1812. He and his 
father continued to farm the land, and by the late 1800s, Halverstadt was farming about 155 acres, 
then considered a large farm. 
 
He raised Jersey dairy cattle, Poland China hogs and Shropshire sheep, and was also known for 
consistently achieving high yields. In 1931, his wheat crop yielded 40 bushels per acre, more than 
double the national average. He was also the first from Columbiana County to join the Hundred 
Bushel Club with his corn.  
 
One of the reasons for his success was his dedication and passion for the soil. He made sure his land 
was weed and stone free, and he installed tile to improve drainage.  
 
Halverstadt was also active in agricultural organizations. He was involved with the Grange at local, 
state and national levels, and served as Deputy State Master. He helped to form seven granges in 
Columbiana County. He was also a member of the Columbiana County Agricultural Society and a 
charter member of the Columbiana County Harvest Home Picnic Association. 
 
He also helped to found the Salem Township Rural Telephone Company and served as its first 
president. 
 
Halverstadt served as a township treasurer and road supervisor, and was a United States census 
enumerator in 1900 and a township assessor in 1901.  
 
In his obituary, Halverstadt was described as "one of the most widely known farmers of northern 
Columbiana County."  
 
 


